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Background  

The Teachers Making A Difference is an initiative of New Vision, Uganda’s biggest 

newspaper. In 2017 edition, there were partners like the Embassy of Ireland, 

Trocaire and Simba TravelCare. In total, 12 teachers were rewarded, but the best 

five were rewarded with a trip to Ireland.  

 

The Process & Award  

According to my own evaluation, I believe the whole process of selecting the 

teachers was very transparent. From nominations, to interviews and video recording, 

I was never asked for a bribe. This is a clear demonstration that the New Vision as a 

media company is very transparent, ethical and pro-people. Even on the day of the 

awards, the winners went away with signed cheques and prizes.  

 

The Preparations for the Journey 

At first, it was very difficult to prepare for the journey to Ireland. However, the New 

Vision team, particularly Mr. John Eremu and Mr. Conan Busingye were very 

supportive. They helped me check passport forms, connected me the passport 

officers and offered numerous motivation to push on.  

I was also supported to apply for the Visa to the Republic of Ireland. The New Vision 

team sent emails every week, so I was updated on what to work on, including 

deadlines.  

The Trip to Ireland  

I must note here again that Mr John Eremu of New Vision was very open in 

handling the trip logistics. He promptly delivered the per-diem on time, and even 

laboured to explain how the figures were arrived at. This is a very rear in Uganda, 

where many choose to misappropriate money. The Trocaire team and Embassy of 

Ireland team cheered us on and provided vital information about the trip. John and 

Naome provided the much needed guidance at the airports and even checked on us 

when we were aboard Ethiopian airways to Dublin, Ireland.  
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Programmes in Ireland  

The trip itinerary was very good because it made us engaged throughout the week. 

Having workshops, schools visits and WorldWise conference was a perfect fit for 

teachers. I enjoyed them a lot.  

 

Recommendations 

For the purpose of improving the overall experience of teachers, I believe the 

following should be considered by New Vision management. 

 T-shirts for “Teachers Making a Difference” should be availed to teachers and 

partners.  

 The Teachers Making a Difference stories should also be published on local 

newspapers such as Rupiny, Orumuri, Etop and other sister papers of Vision 

Group.  

 I think vocational / technical teachers should be encouraged to join the 

programme.  

 Next year, the visiting teachers should be told to prepare gifts for their Irish 

counterparts.  

 

Conclusion 

The whole experience of being uplifted from an ordinary teacher to a national figure 

is all very flattering and encouraging for the teachers in this country. Nothing means 

more than a humble “thank you for good work” from stakeholders like New Vision, 

Embassy of Ireland, Trocaire and Simba Travelcare. I have never been more grateful 

in my teacher career.  

 

 

 


